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resemblances to the Telugu and Canarese uses, and also
the striking differences,
V&ndipaliam, Cuddalore District. In the district of
Cuddalore, at a village called Vandipaliam, three deities
are worshipped, Mariatnman, Draupati and lyenar, each
of whom has a separate shrine. Mariamman's is the
largest, about twelve feet high, twenty-five feet long,
and twelve or fifteen feet broad. Draupati's is less
imposing, being only about six feet high, ten feet long,
and eight feet broad.
lyenar stands in the open, under a tree, with clay
images of horses, elephants, dogs, and warriors  (or
Vlrans) on either side.   The Virans are supposed to
keep watch over their master, while the animals serve
as his v&hanams, vehicles, on which he rides in his
nightly chase after evil spirits.    Individual villagers,
both men and women, constantly offer private sacrifices
consisting  of  boiled  rice,  fruit, sugar, incense, and
camphor, or fowls and sheep to the Vlran of lyenar,
and then the victim is brought before the image of the
Viran.    Water is sprinkled over it, a wreath of flowers
is put round its neck by the pujari, and turmeric and
kunkuma  are   smeared   on   its   forehead.     Then a
bottle of arrack, a pot of toddy, two or three cheroots,
some ganja (Indian hemp) and opium, and dried fish are
presented to the Viran, afterwards to be consumed by
the pujari.   Camphor is burnt between the animal and
the Viran, and finally the head of the victim is cut off
with a large chopper by a pujari, specially appointed
for the purpose.   Nothing special is done with the
blood.   The carcass is taken away by the offerer, and
the head belongs to the pujari who cuts it off.
Once a year a public sacrifice is offered to lyenar by
the whole village, some time in April or May. On this
occasion the image of lyenar, which is made of granite
and stands about one-and-a-half feet high, is first washed
with gingelly oil,1 lime-juice, milk and curds, with
1 Gingelly is an Indian name for Sesamnm Indicum and
Sesartmm